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FOCUS

From the President’s desk

The year of hope

the andrews university magazine

Andrea Luxton, president
IT WAS A TOUGH TIME. THE ENVIRONment in which Mary and Joseph lived
was oppressive. Mary and Joseph,
despite Mary’s pregnancy, traveled and
gave birth away from family support.
Joseph struggled with the unorthodox
way of his wife giving birth. Mary was
likely petrified: how can she manage
to be the mother of the Son of God?
And then in the midst of the fear, the
personal and political uncertainty,
the loneliness and doubt, comes the
birth of a child that shows without
any doubt that God determines to be
present, despite what we as humans
have done to mess up this world. And
so in the darkness of the world comes
hope. The shepherds were so in need
of hope that they traveled to Bethlehem
to find where hope lay. The wise men
so sought hope that they too traveled
into the unknown, ready to embrace
change to their way of thinking. And
there in the birth of a baby, hope came
to the world just at the right time.
2020 has been an unprecedented
challenging year for the world and
this country. Pandemic, social and
political upheavals, partisan divisions,
financial challenges, and maybe most
challenging of all for many: personal
isolation and hugely increased stress.
At no time have we been more in need
of hope. And the need is for no ordinary hope but the Hope that despite all
that happens there is something that
is certain: a God who loves us unconditionally and is determined to be part of
our messy humanity, just as he was so
many years ago.
And so this year, while looking to the
God of Hope, at Andrews University
we have intentionally sought ways to
reflect the compassion of the God of
Hope by sharing hope with others.
And you, our alumni and friends, have
joined us. We would not have managed
our successful face-to-face semester
without campus-wide engagement in
care for each other.
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Our community would have suffered
more had we not continued to find ways
to reach out and respond to community
needs. Our students would not have
succeeded in their study were it not for
faculty determined to continue to teach
and advise students despite challenging and changing teaching conditions.
If it were not for the passion of our
chaplain and Student Life teams to find
innovative ways to continue to deliver
the University mission, our education
would be the poorer. And students
would not have been able to study this
semester, or next semester, without
the huge generosity of you, our friends,
who together have already given over
$900,000 for students during the
2020–2021 academic year.
In the spring of 2020 we modulated
our branding statement, “World Changers Made Here.” to “World Changers for a
changing world.” That was an intentional statement to indicate that we want to
impact the worlds we touch, we want to
bring positive change and the hope that
comes with that. We experience Hope
and we want to bring hope. We need it
and God, as always, responds. The world
needs it and we want to respond.
And you? You have brought hope too!
Thank you.
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